
 

Breaking Down Big vs. Small Bets in 
Sic Bo Play 
Sic Bo, a classic and thrilling casino dice game with ancient origins in 
China, has become a popular betting game in online casinos 
worldwide. The game’s excitement lies in the unpredictability of three 
dice rolls and the variety of betting options it offers players. Among 
these options, the Big and Small bets stand out as the simplest and 
most accessible bets for both beginners and experienced gamblers. In 
this essay, we will break down the mechanics, strategies, and odds 
behind Big and Small bets in Sic Bo, while also introducing Hi88 — a 
reputable online bookmaker with licensed operations — as a 
trustworthy platform for Sic Bo enthusiasts. 

 

Understanding Sic Bo and Its Appeal 

Sic Bo, sometimes known as “Tai Sai” or “Dai Siu,” literally means 
“precious dice.” The game is played with three dice, each displaying 



 

numbers from 1 to 6. Players place bets on a betting table depicting 
various possible outcomes and combinations that the dice might show 
after being rolled. These outcomes range from specific triples (all 
three dice showing the same number) to totals and combinations of 
dice faces. 

What makes Sic Bo fascinating is the wide range of bets with varying 
odds and payouts. From highly risky bets with high payouts to safer 
bets with smaller but steadier returns, Sic Bo caters to many playing 
styles and risk appetites. Among the variety of wagers, Big and Small 
bets are the most straightforward. 

What Are Big and Small Bets in Sic Bo? 

The Big and Small bets focus on the total sum of the three dice after a 
roll: 

●​ Small Bet: Betting that the total sum of the three dice will be 
between 4 and 10, inclusive.​
 

●​ Big Bet: Betting that the total sum of the three dice will be 
between 11 and 17, inclusive.​
 

These bets exclude totals of 3 (minimum) and 18 (maximum), as 
these represent triples (e.g., 1-1-1 for 3, 6-6-6 for 18), which are 
handled as separate bets in Sic Bo. The presence of these triples 
influences the payout odds of Big and Small bets, as we will explore 
later. 

Probability and Payouts 

Since Sic Bo involves three six-sided dice, there are 6³ = 216 possible 
combinations in each roll. The probability of the total sum falling within 



 

a range can be calculated by counting all the combinations that 
produce sums in that range. 

●​ The total outcomes for sums 4 to 10 (Small) amount to 105 
combinations.​
 

●​ The total outcomes for sums 11 to 17 (Big) also amount to 105 
combinations.​
 

●​ There are 6 combinations each for totals 3 and 18, representing 
triples.​
 

Hence, the probabilities are: 

●​ Small Bet Probability: 105/216 ≈ 48.61%​
 

●​ Big Bet Probability: 105/216 ≈ 48.61%​
 

●​ Triple Outcomes: 6/216 ≈ 2.78%​
 

Because the Big and Small bets lose if the dice show a triple (3 or 18), 
this lowers their expected probability of winning slightly below 50%. 

The typical payout for Big and Small bets is 1:1 (even money). This 
means if you bet $10 and win, you get your $10 back plus another $10 
in winnings. 

Strategic Considerations for Big and Small Bets 

The Big and Small bets are widely regarded as the “safest” bets in Sic 
Bo, due to their close-to-50% chance of winning and relatively low 
house edge. 



 

●​ House Edge: Generally, the house edge on Big and Small bets 
is about 2.78%. This is calculated because the bets lose on 
triples, which occur about 2.78% of the time. For players looking 
to enjoy Sic Bo with minimal risk, these bets are ideal.​
 

●​ Suitability for Beginners: Because of the simplicity of 
predicting whether the total sum will be in one range or the other, 
new players often start with Big or Small bets. These bets allow 
players to grasp the basic mechanics without overwhelming 
complexity.​
 

●​ Managing Bankroll: For cautious players, placing repeated Big 
or Small bets can be part of a steady strategy. While the payouts 
are low compared to riskier bets, the frequency of wins helps 
maintain and manage bankroll over longer play sessions.​
 

When Not to Use Big or Small Bets 

While Big and Small bets are statistically the safest, they don’t provide 
the excitement or potential payout of riskier bets like triples, doubles, 
or specific totals. Players chasing big wins might want to diversify their 
bets to include high-risk/high-reward options. 

Moreover, because the payout is only 1:1, the return on investment is 
modest. For players seeking bigger profits quickly, Big and Small bets 
may feel limiting. 

Hi88: A Trusted Platform for Sic Bo and More 

Players interested in exploring Sic Bo and its various betting options, 
including Big and Small bets, should look for trustworthy online 
bookmakers with proper licensing and security. This is where Hi88 
comes into the picture. 



 

Hi 88 is an online bookmaker operating under a legal betting license 
issued by the Isle of Man and the Cagayan Economic Zone and 
Freeport, two reputable jurisdictions known for strict regulatory 
standards. Headquartered in London and operating under the OKVIP 
alliance, Hi88 has established itself as a reliable platform offering 
high-quality betting products and services. 

Hi88’s extensive team of experts ensures the platform is not only 
user-friendly but also secure, providing a fair and transparent gaming 
environment. The bookmaker supports Sic Bo among many other 
casino games, catering to a broad audience from beginners to high 
rollers. 

By choosing a licensed and established bookmaker like Hi88 link, 
players can enjoy the excitement of Sic Bo, place their Big and Small 
bets with confidence, and benefit from excellent customer service and 
responsible gambling features. 

Tips for Playing Big and Small Bets on Hi88 

1.​Understand the Odds: Even though Big and Small bets have a 
near 50% chance of winning, remember the presence of triples 
reduces your winning chances slightly. Knowing this helps set 
realistic expectations.​
 

2.​Bankroll Management: Use Big and Small bets as part of a 
conservative betting strategy. Avoid large single bets and 
consider spreading your bankroll over multiple rounds to 
maximize playtime.​
 

3.​Combine with Other Bets: For more variety, you can combine 
Big and Small bets with other types of wagers on the Sic Bo 
table. For example, mix in some Double or Specific Number bets 

https://hi88.tours/


 

to increase potential winnings.​
 

4.​Leverage Bonuses: Hi88 often provides bonuses and 
promotions. Use these to boost your bankroll and increase your 
chances of experimenting with different bet types, including Big 
and Small.​
 

5.​Play Responsibly: Set limits and never chase losses. Sic Bo is 
a game of chance, and even the safest bets don’t guarantee 
profit.​
 

Conclusion 

Sic Bo is a fascinating dice game that combines simplicity with a wide 
array of betting options. Among these, the Big and Small bets offer 
some of the most balanced and straightforward betting choices. With 
nearly a 50% chance of winning and a 1:1 payout, these bets appeal 
to both newcomers and risk-averse players. 

However, the presence of triples slightly lowers the winning probability, 
and the payout reflects this risk. Players should understand these 
dynamics and consider their bankroll and risk tolerance when 
choosing to bet Big or Small. 

Hi88, with its legal licenses and expert-driven platform, is an excellent 
choice for players wanting to experience Sic Bo in a secure and 
enjoyable environment. Its combination of regulatory compliance, 
high-quality services, and user-friendly interface makes it ideal for 
exploring both Big and Small bets and other thrilling options Sic Bo 
offers. 

Ultimately, whether you are a cautious player seeking steady wins or 
an adventurous gambler looking to diversify your Sic Bo betting 



 

portfolio, understanding the nuances of Big and Small bets will help 
you make more informed decisions and enjoy this classic dice game 
to the fullest. 
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